THE ISLE OF PINES. 


Or a late diſcovery of a fourth Iſland, in 
Terra Auſtralis Incognita. 


Being a true Relation of certain Engliſh Per- 
ſons, who, in the days of Q. Elizabeth, 
making a Voyage to the Eaſt India, were caſt 
away, and wrecked upon that Iſland, and all 
drowned, except one Man and four Women, 
whereof one was a Negro. And now lately, 
A. D. 1667, a Dutch ſhip driven by fout 
weather there, by chance have found their 
Poſterity, ſpeaking good Engliſh, to amount 
to 10 or [12,000 perſons, as they ſuppoſe. 
The whole relation follows, written by the 
Man himſelf a little before his death, and 
declared to the Dutch by his n. 
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A way to the Eaſt Indies being lately diſcos 
vered by ſea, to the ſouth of Affric, by'cer- 
tain Portugals, far more ſafe and profitable 
than had been heretofore; certain Engliſh 
Merchants were encouraged by the great ad- 
vantages ariſing from the Eaſtern commodi- 
ties, to ſettle a factory there for the advantage 

of trade. And having to that purpoſe obtained 
the * Queen's Royal Licence, Anno Dom. 
| 1589, 


| * Queen's Royal Licence] Queen Elizabeth 

would not admit the Eaſt India Company, at her 
firſt granting them to be a Corporation, to tranſ- 
port the King of Spain's filver coins into the Eaſt 
Indies, though the Merchants preſſed it ofien, tel- 
ling her, that her coin and ſtamp were nat known 
in the Eaſt Indies, they thinking to get licence to 
ſend thither what filver they pleaſed. 

This moſt prudent Queen and her wiſe privy 
Council replied, th:t for the very reaſon alledged, 
to tranſport the King of Spain's ſilver to the Eaſt 
Indies, it was her unalterable reſolution, not 10 
grant the Eaft India Company leave to ſend the 
King of Spain's, or any foreign Prince's coin into 
India; but ſuch filver, as was coined with Ber, 


gies on the one fide, and the Portcullis on the 
other, 


4 
1589, 11 or 12 Eliz. furniſht out for thoſe 
parts four ſhips. My maſter being ſent as a 


Factor to deal and negociate'for them, and 
to ſettle: there, took with him his whole fa- 


En of the Juſt weight and 3 of the Spaniſh 
pieces of eight [Specimens of which ſort of mo- 
ney, the half, quarter, eighth of it, may be ſeen 
in the Collections of our Antiquaries] : declaring, 
that, all the world over, where ſhe gave her mer- 
chants leave to trade, ſhe would be known to be 
as great a Prince as the King of Spain, and that 
none ſhould preſume to ſend a greater quantity of 
 Glver to the Eaſt Indies, than ſhe, in her wiſdom, 
mould ſee fit, etc, etc, ete. T. Violets pieces, 
Mr. Locke in his Taus Treaties of Government, 
with wonted Judgment and clea:neſs, declares, 
that Prerogative is nothing but 1he Power 27 ain 
geod withcut a rule. 
This Power of doing good without a rule apart, 
the moſt ſplendid prerogative then, with which the 
Mejeſty of the Britiſh People hath acorned their 
Kings, is that of directing, ſtriking the Public 
Monies, and ſtamping thereon their own Effigies, 
Titles, A&inns, for all aces. 
In what manner it has hoon conducted Gace by | 
reion of Queen Elizabeth, eſpecially of late Times, 
wih what utility, decorum, elegancy, magnani- 
my. 0: ctherwiſe, may, it is poſlible, on ſome 


futuce occaſion, be conſidered. i 
mily, 
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mily, that is to ſay, his wife, one ſon of 
about twelve years of age, one daughter of 
about fourteen years, two maid ſervants, one 
Negro female ſlave, and myſelf, who went 
under him as bis Book-keeper, With this 
company, on Monday the third of April 
next fellowing, having all neceſſaries for 
houſe-keeping when we ſhould come there, 
we embarqued ourſelyes in the good ſhip cal- 
led the India Merchant, of about four hun- 
dred and fifty tuns burthen; and having a 
good wind; we on the fourteenth of May had 
ſight of the Canaries, and not long after of 
the Iſles of Cape Vert or Verd, where taking 
in ſuch things as were neceſſary for our 
voyage, and ſome freſh proviſions, we ſteet⸗ 
ing our courſe South, and a point Eaft, about 
the firſt of Auguſt came within ſight of the 
Iſland of St. Hellen, where we took in freſh 
water, We then ſet our faces for the Cape 
of Good-Hope, where by God's bleſſing we 
arrived, after ſome ſickneſs, whereof ſome 
of our Company died, though none of our 
family. Hitherto we had met with none but 
calm weather. Vet ſo it pleaſed God, when 
we were almoſt in ſight of St. Laurence, an 
Illand fo called, one of. the greateſt .in the 
world, 
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world, as Mariners ſay, we were overtaken 
and diſperſed by a ſtorm of wind, which con- 
tinued with ſuch violence many dayes, that 
loſing all hopes of ſafety, being out of our 
own knowledge; and whether we ſhould fall 
on flats or rocks, uncertain in the night, not 
having the leaſt benefit of the light, we 
| feared moſt, always wiſhing for day, and 
then for land: but it came too ſoon for our 
grod, For, about the firſt of October, our 
fears having made us forget how the time 
paſſ:d to a certainty, we, about the break of 
day, diſcerned land, but what we knew not. 
The land ſeemed high and rockey, and the 
ſea continued ſtill very ſtormy and tempeſtu- 
ous. As we grew near it, perceiving no ſafety 
in the thip, which we looked would ſuddenly 
be beat in pieces, the Captann, my Maſter, 
.and ſome others got into the long boat, think- 
ing by that means to ſave their lives, and 
preſently afier, all the Seamen caſt themſelves 
overboard, thinking to ſave their lives by 
ſwimming, only myſelf, my Maſter's daugh- 
ter, the two maids, and the Negro were left 
cn board, for we could not ſwim ; but thoſe 
t at left vs, might as well have tarried with 


228 for we ſaw them, or moſt of them periſh, 
| our 


42. 


our ſelves now ready after to follow their for- 
tune. But God was pleaſed to ſpare our: 
lives, as it were by miracle, though to fur- 
ther ſorrow. For. when we came againſt the- 
rocks, . our ſhip having endured two or three. 
blows, being now. broken and quite foundred 
in the waters, we having with much ado 
gotten our ſelves on the bowſpright, which 

being broken off, was driven hy the waters 

into a ſmall creek, wherein fell a little river, | 
which being encompaſſed by the rocks, was 
ſhelter'd. from the wind, ſo that we had op- 
portunity. to land ourſelves, - though almoſt: 
 drown'd, in all four perſons, beſide the Ne- 
gro. When we were got upon the rocks, 
we could perceive the miſerable wreck to our: 
great terror. I had in my pocket a little. 
tinder-box, and ſteel, and Aint to ſtrike fire 
upon occaſion, which ſerved now to good. 
purpoſe, for its being ſo cloſe, preſerved the- 
tinder dry. With this, and the help of ſome 
old rotten wood which wie got together, we 

kindled a fire, and dryed ourſelves ; which 
done, I left my female company, and went | 

to ſee, if I could find any of our ſhips com- 

pany, that were eſcaped; but could hear of 


none, though 1 hooted, and. made all the 
noiſe 
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noife I could ; neither could 1 perceive the 
footſteps of any living creature, ſave a few 
birds and other fowls. At length it drawing 


towards the evening, I went back to my 
company, who were very much troubled for 


want of me, I being now all their ſtay in this 
Joſt condition. We were at firſt afraid that 
the wild people of the countrey might find us 
out, although we ſaw no footiteps of any, 
no not ſo much as a path, the woods round 
about being full of briers and brambles. We 
alſo flood in fear of wild beaſts, Of ſuch 
alfo we ſaw none, nor ſign of any. But 
above all, that we had greateſt reaſon to fear, 
was to be ſtarved to death for want of food. 
But God had otherwiſe provided for us, as 
you fhall know hereafter, This done, we 
ſpent our time in getting ſome broken pieces 
of boards, and planks, and ſome of the ſails 
and rigging on ſhoar for ſhelter. I ſet up 
two or three poles, and drew two or three of 
the cords and lines from tree to tree, over 
which throwing ſome ſai!- clothes, and having 
gotten wood by us, and three or four: ſea- 
gowns, . which we had dryed, we took up our 
lodging for that night together, The Black- 
more being leſs ſenſible than the reſt, we 

. made 


9: 
made our centry. We. ſlept ſoundly that 
night, as having not ſlept in three or four 
nights before, our fears of what happened 
preventing us, neither could our hard lodg- 
ing, fear, and danger hinder us, we were ſo. 
overwatcht. | 18 

On the morrow, being well refreſht with 
Nleep, the wind ceaſed, and the. weather was 
very warm. We went down the rocks on 
the ſands at low: water, where we found great 
part of our lading,, either on ſhore or floating 
near it, By the help of my company, I 
dragged moſt of it on ſhore; what was too 
heavy for us we broke, and unbound the 
caſks and cheſts, and, taking out the goods, 
ſecured all; ſo that we wanted no clothes, 
nor any other proviſions neceſſary for houſe- 
keeping, to furniſh a better houſe than any 
we were like to have; but no victuals, the 
ſalt water having ſpoiled all, onely one caſk 
of biſket being lighter than the reſt was dry; 
this ſerved for hw ad a while, and we found 
on land a ſort of fowl about the bigneſſe of a 
ſwan, very heavy and fat, that by reaſon of 
their weight could not fly, of theſe we found 
litthe difficulty to kill, ſo that they were our 
preſent food, We carried out of England 

certain 
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certain hens and cocks to eat by the way. 
Some of theſe when the ſhip was broken, by 
| ſome means got to land, and bred exceeds 
ingly ; ſo that in the future they were a great 
help unto us. We found alſo, by a little 
river, in the flags, ſtore of eggs, of a ſort of 
fowl much like our ducks, which were very 
good meat, ſo that we "RE noning to 
keep us alive. emen 
The third day, as ſoon as it was morning, 
ſeeing nothing to diſturb us, I lookt out a 
convenient place to dwell in, that we might 
build us a hut to ſhelter us from the weather, 
and from any other danger of annoyance from 
wild beaſts, if any ſhould find us out. So, 
doſe by a large ſpring which roſe out of 4 
high hill overlooking the ſea, on the ſide of a 
wood, (by the help of an ax and ſome other 
implements, for we had all neceſſaries, the 
working of the ſea having caſt up moſt of 
our gde) I cut down all the ſtreighteſt 
poles I could find, and which were enough 
for my purpoſe, by the help of my company, 
neceflity being our maſter, I digged holes in 
the earth, ſetting my poles at an equal dif-- 
tance, and nailing the broken boards of the 
Calks, cheſts, and cabins, and ſuch like to 
them, 
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them, making my door to the ſea-ward, and 
having covered the top, with ſail- clothes 
ſtrain'd, and nailed; I in the ſpace of a week 
had made a large cabbin big enough to hold 
all our goods and ourſelves. in it. I alſo 
placed our hamocks for lodging, purpoſing 
if it pleaſed God to ſend any ſhip that way, 
we might be tranſported home. But it ne- 
ver came to. paſs, the place, wherein we 
were, as I conceived, being much out of the 
Way... * | * 
We having N in this manner full four 
manage and not ſo much as. ſeeing or hear- 
ing of any wild people or of any of our own 
company, more: than our ſelves, they being 
found now by experience to be all drowned, 
and the place as we after found, being a 
large iſland, and disjoyned and out of ſight 
of any other land, was wholly. uninhabited 
by any people, neither was there any hurtful: 
beaſt to annoy: us. But on the contrary, the 
countrey ſo very pleaſant, being always cloth- 
ed in green, and full of pleaſant fruits, and 
variety of birds, ever warm, and never colder 
than in England in September; ſo that this 
place, had it the culture that ſkilful people 
m__ beſtow on it, would prove a Paradiſe, 

| The 
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The woods afforded us à fort of nuts, as- 
big as a large apple, whoſe kernil being plea- 
fant and dry, we made uſe of inſtead of bread; 
that fowl. before mentioned, and a fort of 
water-fowl like ducks, and their eggs, and a 
beaſt about the ſize of a goat, and almoſt” 
ſuch a like creature, which brought two «+ 
young ones at a time, and that twice: a year, 
of which the low lands and woods were very 
full, being a very barmleſs creature and tame, 
ſo that we could eaſily take and kill them; 
fiſh © alſo, eſpecially ſhell-fiſh, which+ we 
could beſt come by, we had great ſtore of; 
fo that in effect, as to food we wanted no- 
thing. And thus, and by ſuch like helps, 
we Seen fix moneths, ten any diſ- 
cuban or want. | 
Idleneſs and fulneſs of every thing hs 
in me a defire of enjoying the women. Pe- 
ginning now to grow more familar, I had 
perſuaded the two maids to let me lie with 
them, which 1 did at firſt in private; but 
aſter, cuſtom taking away ſhame, there be- 
ing none but us, we did it more openly, as 
bur luſt gave us liberty. My maſter's daugh- 
ter was alſo content to do as we did. The 
"_ is, they were all; handſome women, 
8 when 
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when | they had clothes, and and well ſhaped, 
feeding well. For we wanted no food, and 
living idly, and ſeeing us at liberty to do our; 

wills, without hope of ever returning home, 
made us thus bold. One of my conlorts,. . 
with whom I. firſt accompanied, the talleſt 
and handſomeſt, proved preſently with child. 
The ſecond was my Maſter's daughter, And 
the other alſo not long after fell into the 
ſame condition. None now remaining but 
my Negro, who ſecing what we did, longed: 
al ſo for her ſhare.” One night, I being aſleep, 
my Negro, with the conſent of the others, 
got cloſe to me, thinking it being dark to 
beguile me, but I awaking and feeling her, 
perceiving who it was, yet willing to try the 
difference, ſatisfied myſelf with her, as well 
as with one of the. reſt. That night, although 
the firſt time, ſhe proved alſo with child, ſo. 
that in the year of our being here, all my. 
women were with. child, by me; and they. 
all coming at different ſeaſons, were a great. 
help to one another. 

The firſt brought. me a bann boy. My 
Maſter's daughter was the youngeſt. She 
brought me a girl. So did the other maid, 
| wk being ſomewhat fat, ſped. worſe at her 

| labour, 
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labour. The Negro had no pain at all, and 
brougbt me a fine white girl. So I had one 
boy, and three girls. The women were ſoon 


well again, and the two firſt with child 


again, before the two laſt were brought to 


bed: My cuſtom being not to lie with any 


of them after they were with child till others. 
were ſo likewiſe; and not with the Black at 


all after ſhe was with child, which commonly 


was the firſt time I lay with her, which-was 
in the night and not elſe ; my ſtomach would 


not ſerve me, although the was one of the 


handſomeſt Blacks I had feen, and her chil- 
dren 5s comely as any of the reſt, We had. 
no clothes for them, and therefore- when they 
had ſuckt, we laid them in moſs to ſleep, and 
took no further care of them; for we knew, 
when they were gone more would come; 


the women never failing once a year at leaſt, 
and none of the clifidren, for all the. bardbip 
we put them to, were ever ſick; ſo that 
wanting now nothing but clothes, nor them 
much neither, other than for decency, \the 
warmth of the country and cuſtom ſupplying 
that defect, we were now well ſatisfied with 
our condition. Our family beginning to 
grow large, and there being nothing to hurt 
* us, 
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us, we many times lay abroad” on molly 
banks, under the ſhelter of ſome trees, or 
ſuch like, for having nothing elſe, to do, I 
had made me ſeveral arbors to ſleep i in with 
my women in the .heat of the day, in cheſs” 
I and'my women paſſed the time away, they 
being never ward to be out of 10 com- 
pane”. i” 

And having now no thought of ever return 
ing home, as having reſolved and ſworn never 
to part or leave one another, or the place 3 
having by my ſeveral wives, forty-ſeven chil- 
dren, boys and girls, but moſt girls, and 
growing up apace; we were all of us very 
fleſhy, the country ſo well agreeing with us, 
that we never ailed any thing. My Negro 
having had twelve, was the firft that left - 
bearing, ſo 1 never meddled with her more. 
My maſter's daughter, by whom I had moſt 
children, being the youngeſt and handſomeſt, 
was moſt fond of me, and I of her. Thus 
we lived for ſixteen years. Till perceiving 
my eldeft boy to 'mind the ordinary work of 
nature, by ſeeing what we did, I gave him a 
mate; and ſo I did to all the reſt, as faſt as 
they grew up, and were capable. My wives 
having left bearing, my children began to 

: breed 
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breed apace, ſo we were like to be a multi- 


tude. My firſt. wife brought me thirteen, 


children, my ſecond ſeven, my maſter's 
daughter fifteen, and the Negro twelve, in 


| all forty-ſeven. 


After we had lived there twenty-two yearss 


my Negro died ſuddenly, but I could not per- 
ceive any thing that ailed her. | Moſt of my 


children being grown, as faſt as we mattied 
them, I ſent and placed them over the river 
by themſelves ſeyerally, becauſc we would 
not peſter one another. And now, they be- 


ing all grown up and gone, and married 


after our manner, ſome two or three of the 
youngeſt excepted, ſor, growing myſelf into- 
years, I liked not the wanton ee of 


| young company. | | 
Thus having lived to the fixtieth year of 


my age, and the fortieth of my coming thi- 
ther, at which time I ſent for all of them to: 
bring their children, and there were in num- 
ber deſcended from me by theſe four women,. 
of my children, grand-children, and great 
grand: children, five hundred ſixty- five of 
both ſorts; I took off the males of one fa- 


mily,. and married them to the females of 


another, not letting any to marry their ſiſ- 
5 ters, 
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ters, as we did e n of neceſũty, ſo 
bleſſing God for his providence and goodneſs, 
I diſmiſs'd them. Having taught ſome of my 
children to read formerly, for I had left Gil 
the bible, I charged it ſhould be read once a 
month at a- general meeting. At laſt one of 
mY wives died, being ſixty- eight years of 
| age, which I buried in a place ſet out on pur- 
| poſe; and within a year after another: So L 
bad none now left but my maſter's daughter, 
and we lived together. twelve years longer. 
At length ſhe died alſo. 80 buried her alſo 
next the place where I purpoſed to be buried 
myſelf, and the tall maid, my firſt wife, next 
me on tie other ſide, the Negro next without 
her, and the other maid next my maſter's 
daughter. I had now nothing to mind, but 
the place whither I was to go, being very 
old, almoſt eighty years, I gave my cabin 
and furniture that was left, to my cldeſt ſon, 
after my deceaſe, who had married my eldeft 
daughter by my beloved wife ; whom I made 
king and governor of all the reſt. I informed 
them of the manners of Europe, and charged 
them to remember the Chriſtian religion, 


after the manner of them that ſpake the ſame 
lan- 


languages and to admit no other, if bereaft 
ter any ſhould come and find them out. 
And now, once for all, I ſummoned them 


to come to me, that T might number them, | 


which I did, and- found the eſtimate to con- 
tain, in or about the eightieth year of my 
age, and the fifty-ninth of my coming there, 
in all of all ſorts, one thouſand ſeven hundred. 
eighty: and nine. Thus praying God toi 
multiply them, and ſend them the true light. 
of the goſpel, I laſt of all diſmiſt them; for, 
being now very old, and my ſight decayed, 
I could not expect to live long. I gave this: 
narration, written with my own hand, to. 
my eldeſt ſon, who now lived with me, com- 
manding him to keep it, and if any ftrangers: 
ſhould' come hither by chance, to let them 
ſee it, and take a copy of it if they would, 
that our name be not loſt from off the earth. 
1 gave this people, deſcended from me, the. 
name of the ENGLISH PINES, George Pine 
being my name, and my maſter's daughter's. 
name Sarah Engiſh, My two other waves, 
were Mary Sparkes, and Elizabeth Trevor. 80 
their ſeveral deſcendants are. called the ENG = 
LIsEH, the SPARKS, the TREVORS, and the 


PHILSs, from the chriſtian name of the Ne- 


gro, 


gro, which Was ; Philippa, . tlie, vai: no 
ſurname; and the. general name of the whole 
the ENGLISH PINEs: whom Gd bleſs with 


the dew of heaven, and the fat of the earth, 
Amen! 
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